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Accent on Safety
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Foreign Objects can become FOD... By MSgt Steven A. Ball, Minot AFB, ND








Primary function: Tactical fighter ® Contrac-
tor: McDonnell Douglas Corp. » Power plant:
Two Pratt & Whitney F100-PW-220 or 229 tur-
bofan engines with afterburners  Thrust: (C/
D models) 23,450 pounds each engine ® Wing
span: 42.8 feet ® Length: 63.8 feet » Height:
18.5 feet ® Speed: 1,875 mph » Maximum
takeoff weight: (C/D models) 68,000 pounds
Ceiling: 65,000 feet ¢ Range: 3,450 miles
(3,000 nautical miles) ferry range with confor-
mal fuel tanks and three external fuel tanks
Crew: F-15A/C: one; F-15B/D/E: two ¢ Arma-
ment: One internally mounted M-61A1 20min,
six-barrel cannon with 940 rounds of ammuni-
tion; four AIM-9L/M Sidewinder and four AIM-
7F/M Sparrow air-to-air missiles, or eight
AIM-120 AMRAAMS, carried externally. -
Unit Cost: A/B models - $27.9 million (fiscal 98
constant dollars); C/D models - $29.9 million
(fiscal 98 constant dollars) ¢ Date deployed:
July 1972 # Inventory: Active force, 396; Re-
serve, 0; ANG,126.
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Monthly Award Winners

Pilot Safety
Award of Distinction

F irst Lieutenant Peter Henrikson was the red air
F-16 on a flight lead upgrade ride with weather
solid from 5,000 to 20,000 feet Mean Sea Level (MSL).
While holding at 26,000 feet MSL, he noticed his alti-
tude and airspeed information had disappeared from
the heads up display. Shortly after that, his inertial
navigation system quit working. After unsuccessfully
resetting his Flight Control System (FLCS), 1Lt
Henrikson noticed a FLCS warning light on his panel.
Realizing the severity of the multiple malfunctions,
his flight lead declared an emergency for the flight
-and began a descent through the weather towards Hill
AFB, Utah. While attempting to maintain position
on his flight lead’s wing, 1Lt Henrikson noticed his
speed brakes had also failed. Once below the weather,
1Lt Henrikson attempted to configure his jet for land-
ing, but the landing gear handle would not lower AL
ter going through the checklist, he was able to
successfully lower the gear handle. He did not, how-
ever, get the three green lights in the cockpit that in-
dicate all three gears were down and locked. While
on final approach, he noticed the nirplane was not han-

¢cant increase in speed

dling normally at final approach speeds. He then
saw his leading edge flaps were not extending at all,
causing the airplane to buffet on final. 1Lt
Henrikson instinctively attempted to extend the
flaps manually, however the flaps were completely
inoperative. He immediately pushed the power up
slightly realizing a signifi-

would be required with no
leading edge flaps. Despite
all these failures, 1Lt
Henrikson executed a
flawless approach and
landing. Once the airplane
was at a safe speed, he at-
tempted to engage the nose
wheel steering and real-
ized it had also failed. Us-
ing only his brakes to steer
the aireraft, he was able to
stop the aireraft on the
runway. 1Lt Henrikson's
superior situational aware-
ness and outstanding air-
manship prevénted the
loss of a valuable aircraft.

iLt Peier R, Henrikson
421st Fighter Sauedran
385th Fighter Wing
Hilt AFB, Uigh

Ground Safety
Award of Distinction

20th intelligence Squadron
480th Intelligence Group
Offutt AFB, Neb.

ecently, members of the 20th Intelligence Squad-

ron at Offutt AFB, Neb., faced an extremely haz-
ardous situation when they exited their facility. The
main entrance opened directly onto a street frequented
by large trucks and vehicles. The door actually hung
over the street when opened. To compound the prob-
lem, vehicles parked directly across from the main
entrance, forcing traffic to drive within inches of hit-
ting the door. The squadron iinmediately recognized
the danger to pedestrians leaving the building and
submitted a USAF Hazard Report. In response, the
base placed two bright yellow 6-foot stanchions at the
entrance and painted no parking stripes within 50 feet
of the entrance, These actions greatly reduced the
hazards for the 82 squadron personnel and numerous
visitors that need to access the building.
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ACC Safety is Proud of All Our
Award Nominees

Lt Col Martin M. Little
186th Fighter Squadron Commander

SSgt John C. Pulmer
$Sgt Edward R. Genoit

120th Fighter Wing SrA Ethan J. Hayes

Great Fajls TAP Mont. A1C Joseph W. Skinner
Dedicated Crew Chiefs

Capt Frank J. Lobash, Pilot 421st Fighter Squadron

11t Shane R, Smith J88th Fighter Wing

Weapons System Officer Hill AFB, Utah

336th Fighter Squadron

4th Fighter Wing

Seymour Johnson, AFB, N.C.

Capt Sean Williams, Aircraft Commander
1Lt Willinm Wallace, Navigator

MSgt Steve Grossett, Flizht Engineer
1Lt Jason Rubenstein, Copilot

Maj William Tully, Eval Kavigator

Capt Eeith Udcoff, Instructer Navigator
965th Airborne Air Control Squadren
552nd Air Control Wing

Tinker AFB, Okla.

SrA Daniel Carroll, HC-130 Londmaster i
T1st Rescue Squadron .
847th Rescue Wing
Moody AFB, Ga.

September 2002



Aircrew Safety
Award of Distinction

fter completing their operational mission, the

B-1 crew began the 6-hour cruise back to the
forward operating location. They rendezvoused with
a KC-10 for post-strike air refueling. After estab-
lishing normal contact, the boom was unable to latch
onto the air-refueling receptacle and fuel began
streaming heavily over the windshield. Cockpit vis-
ibility was severely restricted by the leaking fuel.
After both aircraft recycled their systems, the B-1
still could not latch onto the boom and the fuel leak
became increasingly severe. Since the crew did not
have enough fuel to return to the deployed location,
they opted to divert to Masirah Air Base, Oman, ex-
pecting to land with minimum fuel. The offensive
systems officer, Capt George Holland, quickly plot-
ted the shortest course, reviewing airspace and land-
ing base restrictions. The defensive systems oflicer,
Capt Linda Vadnais, confirmed the pilot’s fuel calcu-
lations and assisted in running the emergency divert
checklists. Because fuel continued to leak from the
receptacle and the winds were stronger than fore-
casted, the crew arrived with 4,000 pounds less fuel
than planned. The low fuel state was compeounded
by a forward bay filled with over 16,000 pounds of
bombs that required part of the fuel to be used for
ballast to maintain proper center of gravity. While
configuring the aircraft for landing, the crew discov-
ered that they were unable to lower the flaps and
slats. The instructor pilot, Maj James Egbert, con-
tinued to fly the aircraft and prepared for a high-

speed. no-flap/no-slat landing while the air-
craft commander, Capt Bridget McNamara,
ran the emergency checklists. The low fuel
state meant that the crew had one opportu
nity to make the landing. This was further com
plicated by the fact that Masirah’s runway is the
minimum length and width for normal B-1 operations.
‘They landed within calculated touchdown parameters
and immediately applied maximum brakes. The high
touchdown speed necessary for a no-flap/no-slat land-
ing and a runway surface that undulated for the last
5,000 feet made braking action and directional con-
trol extremely difficult. The crew’s sound decision-
making and quick reactions to a multipie emergency
situation brought the aircraft to a safe stop within
100 feet of the end of the runway.

Capt linde Yodnais, 34" Bomb Squadron,
Capt George Holland, Det 1 USAFWS,
Capt Bridget MeNomara, 34" Bomb Squadron,
Mt Home AFB, idoho; Maj James Egbert,
28" Bomb Wing, Elisworth AFB S.D.

Crew Chief Safety
Award of Distinction

O n March 21, 2002, while performing aircraft re-
covery assist duties at a temporary duty location
in suppurt of Operation NOBLE EAGLE, SrA John
Moore heard a loud “bang” from an adjacent row of
aircraft. Looking across the flightline, he saw smoke
billowing from the jet fuel starter area underneath a
host unit F-15C. He immediately dashed across the
ramp to assess the situation and without hesitation
told the positioned crew chief to have the pilot shut
down his engines right away. SrA Moore grabbed the
HALON fire extinguisher and promptly put out the

flames. Parked di-
rectly across from the
incident aireraft were
10 F-15C aireraft fully
loaded with live muni-
tions. SrA Moore’s
quick thinking and de-
cisive actions averted a
full-scale response and
evacuation of the area
and were directly re-
sponsible for preserv-
ing a national asset
valued in excess of $30
million.

SrA John P. Moore
58th Fighter Squadron
33rd Fighter Wing, Eglin AFB, Fia.
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Explosive Safety Standards
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ngs or intently
stories of others
fi@iccidents at home,
Aw ay, or at work, we
miss the warnings
: hear because — af-
'_‘I—_‘, 10se things did not
Lo us. We tell our-
ould never do that”
et, “that could never
happen to me.” We then mer-
rily go about our business
without &inother thought on
tha subject. By doing this, we
miss op ortunities to make
educated pecrsonal risk deci-
siong and doom ourselves to
repeat the failure of others. 1
can baek this statement up
with the following evi-
dence.

Ho any times
during a 101 Critical
Days Summer

i

H

hriefihg have you beard that “late -
spring andnsumma_: are the mo
dangerou$ times to travel the
highways and ‘Byways
America”™ So, why then has -
Combat Command (ACC), ove®
the last 2 years, lost 10 members
to fatal vehicle accidents during
this campaign? Did each of these
people lose their life because they
encountered situations that were
80 unigue that none of them had
ever been warned about the
risks? One look at the mishap
statistics shows this was not the
case.
Speed or aggressive driving
was found to be the causal fac-
tor in eight of the 10 fatal ac-
cidents. In three of them,
alcohol was a factor. Both of
these topics have been covered
extensively in
safety brief-
~ : ings Air
L » E S Force-
’ wide
and

tCan

dpp

to

. By

- risks, and pne way to

Oou

F &

' L 4
in television ads, ?‘ese
lves were gtill tragicaily lost.
It is critical that each of us
grasp the reality of bhese
at
is by appfing Perso

Management { | -
Simply put is any-
thing relatilgt orintended

for the mandfement of our
own personal safefy. Speed)
limits and drinking %hile driv-
ing are two areas where PRM
application can definitely
make a difference.

Most of us treat posted
speed limits as 2 goal we must
achieve. But is it? The an-
swer in most cases is no.
Speed limits are usually set
for perfect conditions: sunny
day, dry roads, and light traf-
fic. When any one of these
variables is absent, it is often
not safe to drive the limits, let
alone exceed them. A study
conducted by the National
Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration (NHTSA) on ag-

gressive driving concluded
that our chances of sur-
viving an accident
decrease pro-
portion-

By MSgt Donald L. Beckham, Langley AFB, Va.
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It could happen to youby MSgt Donald L. Beckham, Langley AFB, VA
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Mishap Statistics

As of Juty 31, 2002

8 AF Ab A
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FY02 Ground -t Auigarit 1, Thioe

Fatal Class B
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Wi | - | 2 | @
"" 4 i 29

Aircraft Notes

Congratulations on another safe flying
month. Although we did have one Class A, it
reached that classification because repair costs
caused it to just reset the threshold. On a side
note, however, we have seen an alarming trend
of more Class B and C mishaps because main-
tenance professionals are not following T.O.
guidance. While weare all extremely busy and
taking shortcuts may save time and keep stats
looking good, it won't take long before some-
thing goes wrong. Remember, much of our guid-
ance as aviators and maintainers is written in
blood.

Ground Notes

There were two Class B mishaps for the
month of July. In the first one, a motorcycle
sperator lost his leg when his bike was hit from
behind. The other Class B mishap involved an
operator losing his arm when his 4 wheel pri-
vate motor vehicle struck a guardrail. NOTE:
New motorcycle training requirements now
require motorcycle operators to complete mo-
torcycle training before riding a motorcycle on
or off base, on or off duty.

' Weapons Notes

With mishaps, no news is good news. Keep
up the great mishap prevention efforts! Stay
vigilant to mishap crosstell from other com-
mands. There has been a slight increase with
missile mishaps across the Air Force. Specifi-
cally, AIM-9 and AGM-65 mishaps are on the
rise. Follow the technical data, and we:can cor-
rect this negative trend.

Class A - Permanent Total Disability; Property Damage $1,000,000 or more

Class B - Permanent Partial Disability; Property Damage between $200,000 and'$1.000.000
Class C - Lost Workday: Propeny Damage between $20,000 and $200,000

* Non-rate Producing

Symbols For Mishap Afrcraft
A-1D 51 'r* B2

T4 & 4 e

RQ-1 QF-4 EIF-60 F-15E RQ-4
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